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      tŀǊƛǎƘ tǊƛŜǎǘΣ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻƻŘ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘ  

Dear Disciples of Christ, 

As I write this Christmas LINK message, the day is gloomy, and it is raining quite heavily. What a 
strange, unsettled Spring we have had.  Gloomy - an oft-used weather descriptor, is an apt metaphor 
for how I am feeling at the moment.  I can identify much of why this is. Despite the privileged gift and 
joy of celebrating long, faith Ĝlled lives, the deaths this year of several much-loved parishioners have 
impacted us all. 

 We have also had the wonderful opportunity of celebrating Good Shepherd®s 100 Years of Christian 
witness to God®s life-giving and faithful presence in this place. Our 100 years of history is Ĝlled with 
stories of ups and downs, challenges and opportunities to further God®s mission. What might the next 
100 years hold for us? 

You have often heard me conclude prayers with a call for us to ask ourselves W̄hat is the ­New Thing® 
that God has in store for us°  and to be alert to, and aware of, possibilities.  I am also known to provide 
the advice ­be careful what you ask for°! Change is afoot - change always is, but what can we do as 
disciples of Christ, to make the very best of the hope Ĝlled opportunities that lie ahead?  

The decline of our church, the Anglican Church in Adelaide and more widely, can best be described as a 
wicked problem rather than just a complex one. With simple problems, there is generally a way of 
getting agreement on what the problem is and the best possible solutions.  

With complex problems, there is often broad agreement on the problem, but also discouraging 
disagreement on the best solutions. However, with a wicked problem, the challenge is coming to a 
shared understanding of the true nature of the problem which makes agreement on the solution, an 
almighty challenge. Because there are so many perspectives to consider, people will view the problem 
from quite different viewpoints, understanding, and ways of thinking. As Christians, we have a great gift 
when it comes to solving ­wicked® problems, but strangely, we are not as skilled at using it as we should 
be. We have the gift of prayer, the promised presence of the Holy Spirit (The Paraclete) to help us, and 
a long history of being taught by Jesus to ­discern® our way forward. 

Dear Lord, grant us deep wisdom and powerful discernment as we confront the challenges before us. 
Quieten our fears, deepen our shared understanding, unite our effort, and strengthen us. Lead us 
toward choices rooted in truth, justice, compassion and hope, so we may faithfully look to the future 
and best share your love for the world. Amen.  

 

Deep Peace 

Michael 
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Parish life has been very busy running up to the 100-year Birthday 
Celebrations on the last weekend in October.  

Evensong on the Friday night was the perfect way to start the weekend 
celebrations. 

Saturday Open Day was a huge success with many thanks going to 
Christine and Harold Bates-Brownsword and their team of fantastic helpers.  
Prior to the event, they spent many weeks freshening up the garden and 
gazebo areas.  On the day it looked stunning and the predicted stormy 
weather held off!  

It was nice to see so many people wandering through the Church and 
grounds. Our stallholders were kept busy!  Our thanks go to Michael for 

cooking the Devonshire Tea scones, and to Trevor John and Rob who kept the free sausage sizzle 
running for much of the afternoon.  

I believe this event has raised the proĜle of the Good Shepherd in the neighbourhood.  The Rev®d Sally 
Boothey preached at our Sunday Service the following morning, and it was wonderful to have Sally 
and Denis visiting with us from Victoria.  After the service on Sunday we all enjoyed a wonderful lunch 
at the Rectory, and again, many thanks to Carol and Michael. 

Over the past weeks we have slowly returned to normal parish life.  During the past months, members 
of Parish Council have been meeting with the Rev®d Helen Phillips as part of the Ministry Collaboration 
and Transformation group within the Deanery.  Many ideas for the future of our local Churches have 
been discussed, so please hold the group in your prayers as we continue to explore a way forward. 

As the year draws to a close, we will be looking for volunteers to Ĝll the rosters needed to keep the 
Parish running smoothly, so can you please consider how you might help, as there are many gaps to Ĝll! 
 

The Christmas season is upon us, and I wish you all a most Blessed Christmas. 
 

Fran Kerwin 
Warden 
³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³³ 

Recently, the  Anglican Mothers Union Australia held Ān Oasis of 
Reflection® in the Spiritual Garden at the Good Shepherd.  Rosemary 
(Rose) Miller, (a different person from our Rosemary Miller at CHOGS) is 
the Treasurer of MU, who also produces their Newsletter). She told me 
how much she loved our Church, which the group found a very restful 
and peaceful place. She also sent the following report on their day, 
written by Mary Catford, one of the participants. 
 

 

Members joined Àn Oasis of ReȖection' led by our MU Chaplain, Fr. Simon Bailey. The Eucharist was 
celebrated before Fr. Simon began the program. He invited us to reȖect on the Lord's Prayer, Mary Sumner's 
prayer and the MU prayer. Each of the prayers were presented at diĻerent times of the day where we had a 
preceding talk by Fr. Simon and were invited to add our thoughts about each prayer followed by a time of 
silence and reȖection. The beautiful church and garden provided lovely spaces to reȖect in silence. 
 
After the ȕnal prayers at 3.00 pm, we came away refreshed and grateful that we were able to participate 
with the hope that our Chaplain will conduct another such day in 2026. Fr. Simon introduced us to the 
prayer he uses every day when beginning his daily devotions. It is printed here for your use. 
 

       Open our eyes, O God, to your glory, that we may worship you in spirit and in truth. 

       May we say the Office of this day with attention and devotion, and be drawn into the eternal prayer offered by   

       Your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

CHOGS WARDENõS REPORT CHRISTMAS 2025 
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I spent last weekend joining in the celebrations for the 110th anniversary of the 

founding of the Diocese of Willochra ² we enjoyed the hospitality of the Bishop 

and his wife in the Bishop®s House at Gladstone on the Saturday and then joined 

in worship at the Cathedral of St Peter and St Paul at Port Pirie on the Sunday.  

People from all over the vast area of the Diocese came together for a memorable 

occasion. 
 

The Diocese of Willochra, formed from the Diocese of Adelaide in 1915, now covers something like 

three quarters of the area of South Australia, although it houses a much smaller proportion of the 

population of the state than that! It has worship centres from Ceduna in the west to Burra in the 

east: from Balaklava in the south to Coober Pedy in the north.  Its largest centres of population 

have been in the news recently because of their reliance on metal reĜning ² Steel in Whyalla, Lead 

and Zinc in Port Pirie.  Changing economic relationships in the world have made both a little 

precarious.  In addition, the smaller towns in the Diocese that rely on agriculture or grazing are 

suffering the results of severe drought, and populations and services in many of these towns are 

diminishing.  On display in the Cathedral was a banner that listed all the places in the Diocese 

where churches had been established ² and the list of those which had subsequently closed was 

larger than the list of the present congregations! 
 

In spite of that, the mood in the celebrations was Ĝlled with hope ² upheld by the faith of the 

Church community ² that faith which is t̄he assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things 

not seen.°  The writer to the Hebrews looked in the story of the Old Testament people of God for 

examples of this kind of faith.  So, he looked to Abraham, and thought of his journey as he set out 

for the unknown place where he would have his inheritance.  His journey from Haran to Beersheba 

covered some six to seven hundred kilometres.  The people from Ceduna and Coober Pedy each 

travelled further than that to be at the celebrations in Willochra last week!  And they came because 

of their faith ² their trust in God®s continuing purpose for that Diocese.  They came also because of 

their own faithfulness in following their commitment to God®s purpose and God®s community. 
 

Of course, it is hardly fair to compare modern day travelling to that of the patriarch Abraham, 

although things would have been rather different when Bishop Gilbert began his ministry in 1915 ² 

to say nothing of Bishop Short®s journey after his arrival in Australia in 1847. Thank God for the 

faith and faithfulness of those early Bishops! 
 

One of the key emphases in the Diocese of Willochra®s planning for the future ² ̄the things hoped 

for° ² is on the ministry and leadership of lay people. And of course this is not new.  I have read of 

the customs of householders like Captain Davidson of Blakiston, or young John Horrocks of 

Penwortham, who would gather all the members of their household and workers each Sunday 

morning to offer Morning Prayer.  The tree on which Horrocks hung his b̄ell° ² a plough share ² to 

call the community together is a landmark in that district!   Bishop Gilbert White compiled two 

volumes of sermons which lay ministers were to use when they led worship.  Indeed, the Ĝrst 

Anglican service in the being-born South Australian colony was led by the Captain of the ship that 

arrived Ĝrst, months before the Buffalo and its passenger the governor, and deposited settlers at 

Reeves Point on Kangaroo Island! 
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Rev Bill Goodes sermon (continued) 

 

Our reading from Hebrews this morning left out a paragraph which referred to other Old 

Testament acts of faith shown by Abel, Enoch and Noah, and we read the summary āll of 

these died in faith, without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw and 

greeted them.° The writer calls his readers to remember also God®s wonderful generosity to 

Abraham, making his offspring as numerous as the īnnumerable sands on the seashore.° Not, 

of course, that Abraham saw these innumerable ones, but he lived by faith, trusting that God 

would fulĜl his promises. 

 

Are we able to live by that kind of faith?  This parish of Plympton has known its share of 

disappointments like those of the Diocese of Willochra ² with the closure of the Churches at 

Keswick, Richmond, Glandore in its immediate neighbourhood.  We can rejoice in the faith that 

God will fulĜl his promises here as well. (Thanks be to God!) 

 

Now, I don®t know whether you have registered it, but I have used the word faith in at least 

three different ways in what I have said.  These are also all found in the New Testament, so I 

am not saying anything particularly novel.  The Greek word for f̄aith° is derived from a verb 

that means t̄o persuade° ² and the Ĝrst meaning of faith is that trusting attitude which comes 

from being p̄ersuaded° ² or in the words of our text, our c̄onviction of things not seen° ² 

persuaded, convinced, that God®s good purposes are being worked out, even when we cannot 

see the results. 

 

Part of this trust is expressed in our participation in t̄he faith of the Church° or in the words of 

the letter of Jude, ̄the faith once delivered to the saints.°  When in a moment, we stand and 

afĜrm the faith of the Church, we are saying that we are persuaded that this set of beliefs, this 

summary of the experience of Christians down the ages, expresses better than any other, the 

essence of life®s nature and purpose. 

 

And so, to our faithful discipleship: in spite of obvious disappointments and setbacks, this 

faithfulness consists of our continuing to live the life of faith in the community of the 

congregation, living out the love of God and his good purposes day by day, week by week, in 

the āssurance of things hoped for.°  God bless us as we continue in faithШ 

  

 Rev Bill Goodes 
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An Adelaide couple have publicly reafĜrmed 

their love for each other ² more than six 

decades after saying Ī do°. 
 

Great grandparents John and Chris Thorne, 

aged 83 and 80 respectively, renewed their 

vows at a special ceremony at the 

Cumberland Park Community Centre, with 

Shania Twain®s ­You®re Still the One® ringing 

out as their second wedding song. 

 

Ī had always wanted to renew our vows, 

but I didn®t think John would go for it as he®s 

not a hopeless romantic° Mrs Thorne said 

but it didn®t take me long to convince him.° 

 

The pair married when she was just 17 and 

her beau was 20, and they went on to have 

three children. 

 

After the nuptials at St Bede®s Church at 

Semaphore, the couple honeymooned in 

CofĜn Bay with her parents. Mrs Thorne 

said the most recent ceremony was v̄ery 

different° from that in June 1962.° 

 

Ī wasn®t teary like I was the Ĝrst time, with 

my mother looking on as her daughter 

married at such a young age° she said. Īn 

fact, there were plenty of tears from 

everyone.° 

This time around the wedding vows were 

slightly altered too.  Āt 17, I promised to love, 

honour and obey, but I®ve dropped that last one 

now.° Mrs Thorne laughed. 
 

Her doting husband, a former police ofĜcer and 

SES member, kept it simple, telling his bride: Ī 

love you to the moon and back.° 
 

The commitment ceremony eventuated when a 

request was made at the ECH retirement village 

they reside at, for a volunteer couple to help out 

a celebrant-in-training by allowing her to m̄arry 

them° as the last stage of her training. 
 

When asked about the secret to a long marriage, 

Mrs Thorne said it was ābout enjoying time 

together but also appreciating time apart. 

Having your own interests and respecting each 

other®s boundaries is so important° she said. 
 

The couple, who have Ĝve grandchildren and 

three great grandchildren, raised their family in 

Adelaide, Mount Gambier and Ceduna, moving 

with Mr Thorne®s postings. 

 

The beaming bride donned a Perri Cutten suit for 

the vows, which she happily admits purchasing 

for $10 from T̄he Salvos°. 
 

The couple say īt was a real joy° to be joined by 

friends and neighbours from both their Village 

and ECH®s Cumby Crew social connections 

program . 

                                Rebecca WhitĜeld-Baker 

/ƘǊƛǎ ϧ WƻƘƴ ¢ƘƻǊƴŜ ǊŜƴŜǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŀǊǊƛŀƎŜ ǾƻǿǎΦ 

Readers of The LINK 

may recall Chris 

Thorne®s story in the 

Easter 2021 issue, not 

long after they 

arrived at the Good 

Shepherd, about 

uncovering some 

fascinating family 

history (!) 
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Āll Things Bright and Beautiful° 

PETS® SERVICE  at ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI 

Sunday 5 October 2025 
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19th Sunday after Pentecost 19 October 2025 

At the 10.00 am service at CHOGS on 19 January 2025, Rosemary Miller 

gave the following sermon on the Gospel reading for the day: Luke 18:1-14, 

focusing on our need to persist with prayer and to seek justice at all times, 

even when feelings of persecution and injustice surround us. 

I think some of you may have heard this story many years ago, about my 
unsuccessful attempt to obtain justice on my own behalf. It took place when 
I was young and naive and the outcome proved to be an expensive but 
fruitful learning experience for me. At the age of 18 a police ofĜcer issued 
me with a speeding Ĝne for driving my ancient red Mini at 25 mph, instead 
of 15, through road works on Portrush Road. I had just turned on to the 
main road from a side street, where no speed restrictions were in place. 
Although I noticed a truck parked on the opposite side, deĜnitely no-one 
was working there. I know because I was so incredulous that I later went 
back to check and take notes. 

In those days, I was a Ĝrst-year uni student earning $33/week. I was so 
incensed by this huge act of injustice that I was determined to challenge it in court. As I couldn®t afford 
a lawyer, I put together my own defence, shaking in my boots as I presented my case to the magistrate, 
complete with diagrams and written case notes.  Needless to say, without the legal expertise I needed, I 
lost the case. Exactly why, and which bylaw was invoked, I don®t recollect but instead of paying just $28 
for the speeding Ĝne, I ended up paying twice as much, including court costs. I duly left the courtroom 
with my tail between my legs but so much wiser. I later learnt to focus my energy on causes I was 
passionate and knew something about. This meant relying not so much on my feelings and impulses 
but on quiet reflection and prayer, waiting for the Spirit to urge me to take action -  a voice which 
cannot be ignored. 

Today®s readings focus on our need to be persistent with our prayers and to seek justice at all times, 
even when we are persecuted for our faith and surrounded by people who deceive us. And when they 
take what is ours, and even the judge fails to grant us restitution because he neither fears God nor 
respects people, what can we do but persevere with our faith, our search for justice, and yes, our 
persistent pestering of those who fail to respond to our frustrated pleas? 
 

The two incidents related in today®s Gospel reading are unique to Luke®s Gospel. The Ĝrst one recounts 
the story of the unjust judge and the widow who has been cheated. The nameless widow, having no 
husband, is forced to plead on her own behalf, for she lacks the money to bribe the judge, as was 
customary in those days. So she pesters him day and night; her cries for justice are loud and jarring 
and he Ĝnally succumbs in order to simply gain some peace. I think we can all relate to that!  So Luke 
encourages his persecuted audience to persist with their faith and prayers. For, if such an 
untrustworthy judge is prepared, under sufĜcient duress, to heed a lowly widow®s cry for justice, is it not 
the case that God, who cares for us so much more, will always be ready to hear our prayers? 

 

The second incident illustrates the attitude we should have when we approach God in prayer. The self-
righteous Pharisee, boasting of his piety and religious orthodoxy is compared to the humble tax 
collector, who with downcast eyes and heavy heart, prays, Ḡod be merciful to me, a sinner.° The 
Pharisee is full of pomposity; he is totally self-absorbed; his words do not constitute a prayer, for his 
attention is not on God, nor on the needs of others, but on himself. He uses prayer to draw attention to 
his own self-righteousness; others are simply the object of his scorn. The tax collector, however, does 
not even dare to look towards the heavens; instead, he pleads with God to forgive his sins. Unlike the 
Pharisee, he acknowledges his own sinfulness, and his humble plea opens the door to God®s 
forgiveness. Luke concludes by exhorting his audience to reflect the same humility. Whoever we are, 
we cannot sell ourselves to God who knows only too well the reality of our sinful nature. Only God can 
judge and forgive when we acknowledge our sins and need for God®s saving grace. 

 

When we know in our hearts that our relationship with God is a precious, unconditional gift from God, 
our joy and our gratitude are reflected inconspicuously in our thoughts, our words and our actions. 
When we truly accept that God loves us, forgives us and delights in us, with all our flaws and 
weaknesses, only then will our lives authentically reflect the core Gospel values that Jesus taught his 
followers. 

 

¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛŘƻǿ 
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Rosemary Miller sermon (cont®d)  
 

So, it is only once we have put aside our need for divine approval, human praise and social conformity, 
and surrendered ourselves to God®s will that the Spirit of God will empower us to challenge the 
injustices confronting us. As Paul writes to Timothy: Ī solemnly urge you; proclaim the message, be 
persistent whether the time is favourable or unfavourable...endure suffering. Carry out your ministry 
fully.° 

Whenever I read these words I am reminded of the achievements of so many humble Christian leaders 
whose faith inspired them to challenge injustice and bring about real change. Some of my heroes 
include Nelson Mandela and Archbishop Desmond Tutu in South Africa, Martin Luther King and Rosa 
Parks in the US, Mohandras Gandhi and Mother Teresa of Calcutta in India, Ang San Suu Kyi in Burma/
Myanmar, and Dr Lowitja O'Donoghue. Without doubt, their persistent challenging of political, social 
and racial inequality has had a profound influence, not only on their own societies, but also on the rest 
of the world by raising our awareness of social justice issues and the importance of faith in bringing 
about change.  

 Sadly, many of us may think that as individuals we have little or no power to challenge the injustices 
which dominate our world, especially at this time. However, this is the ministry to which each one of us 
has been called. As Paul writes: "Continue in what you have learned (from) the sacred writings so that 
everyone who belongs to God may be proĜcient, equipped for every good work...I solemnly urge you. 
Proclaim the message...carry out your ministry fully." 

As we prepare to celebrate the One Hundredth Anniversary of the Good Shepherd this weekend, we 
give thanks for all that the faithful people of this church have achieved in the past, living out their faith 
by working together and using their gifts, time and persistence to witness the love of Christ to our local 
community. 

Today we give thanks that, although our numbers are few, we are still striving to serve our local and 
wider communities, using the gifts and resources we have. We continue to support the Anglican Board 
of Mission, Bush Church Aid, Hutt Street Mission and Catherine House.  

And without doubt, our church buildings and grounds are greatly valued by our community. Our 
beautifully maintained Spiritual Garden is a peaceful open space where locals can meet, walk their 
dogs, grow their flowers and veggies, chat, reflect and be still, surrounded by many different varieties of 
native vegetation and  birds. Of course, our buildings and grounds need our time, skills and money to 
maintain, but we do so in the hope that we will continue to provide our neighbours with safe spaces 
where they can come together to relax, play, socialise, dance, create, reflect and celebrate. In addition, 
our support of the Mission to Seafarers provides a caring Christian community offering pastoral care, 
transport, supplies and recreation for visiting seafarers from around the globe. The SWICC PCW 
support program also provides extra hours, food, stationery and other resources and support for the 
chaplains at 4 local primary schools and one R-12 college. I think that, for a small congregation, we can 
give thanks that God has provided us with the skills, determination and resources we need to continue 
sharing God's love with our neighbours, near and far. So this weekend, let's join in our 100th 
celebrations with gratitude and joy, sharing our history and our special spaces with our neighbours, 
showing them how our church has contributed so much to the life of their local and wider community. 
Let's be bold and invite our friends, our family, and our neighbours to share our hospitality and maybe 
even, our faith. 

I will conclude with some simple and encouraging words of advice from Mother Teresa of Calcutta: 
"Never worry about numbers. Help one person at a time and always start with the person nearest 
you...And pray. Prayer is putting oneself in the hands of God, at his disposition and listening to God's 
voice in the depths of our heart."  These are the keys to our persistence once we have discerned where 
God wants us to be. So I leave you with a question to ponder. How can we continue to carry out our 
ministry fully? Who are those in need who are closest to us and how can we minister more effectively to 
them? 

Let us pray: Loving God, thank you for this faithful community of the Good Shepherd. Thank you for 
giving us the persistence, faith and gifts which have enabled us to reflect your love, care and justice to 
our community over the past 100 years . Help us, Lord, to set aside time with you to be still, to study 
your word and to discern our gifts, and enable us to use them to "carry out our ministry fully". Amen. 

The Power of Prayer: ́ Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and 

the door will be opened to you.µ (Matthew 7:7) 
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�- ��    HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU    �-  
At Morning Tea on 7 

September 2025, 

following the  10.00 am 

service, parishioners 

were treated to an 

amazing black forest 

cake to celebrate Paul 

Sanderson®s 88th 

birthday. 
 

Being ­Father®s Day® it 

seemed appropriate to 

take a pic of  nearby 

fathers³Harold Bates-

Brownsword, Trevor 

Owen and Fr Michael 

Lane happily obliged! 
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A DOZEN OR SO PARISHIONERS 

ENJOYED THEIR VISIT TO THE GLENELG 

FOOTBALL CLUB  BISTRO FOR THE 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUNCH ON 19 

NOVEMBER 2025.  

GOOD FOOD, PLEASANT 

SURROUNDINGS AND GREAT COMPANY  

-  A nice way to spend a couple of hours 

on a Wednesday afternoon!  
 
 

It was also lovely to be able to catch up 

with Pauline and Janet®s sister Mary  

(seen on the right hand side of this pic 

with Janet) who joined us for  lunch. 

https://www.sevenrooms.com/explore/thehighway/reservations/create/search/?

