
   

 THE  LINK 
 

   The Church of the Good Shepherd  
 
 

                Anglican Parish of Plympton and   

           St Francis of Assisi, Clarence Gardens  

 

             Diocese of Adelaide - South Australia  
 

     VOLUME   27 NUMBER  2 MID YEAR July 2025 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Both the church and the hall will be open to visitors, and a detailed 

program for OPEN DAY will be issued shortly, but the general outline is as 

follows: 

Friday 24 October:  

 7.30 pm  Evensong 100 Years Anniversary Laying of Foundation Stone 
 

Saturday 25 October 

  10.00 amñ3.00 pm    Good Shepherd Celebration Open Day . 
 

Sunday 26 October 

10.00 am  100 Years of Sunday Worship 50th Anniversary of Consecration 

of  Good Shepherd 

 

 

OPEN DAY will be held at 

CHOGS on Saturday 25 October 

from: 

 10.00 am to 3.00 pm 

Attractions include: 
Callisthenics display, Morning/Afternoon 

tea in the Garden Room,  Book Stall, 

Sausage Sizzle,  History display,  Orchid 

display, Rugs for Love exhibition in the 

Church,   

Birds SA Marquee,  Walks and Talks  

in the Spiritual Garden,  

Barista Coffee Van on site 
 

COME AND HAVE A LOOK INSIDE 
 

Something for everyone,  so do  
invite your family and friends  

to join us  

100th Birthday Celebrations in 2025 
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      tŀǊƛǎƘ tǊƛŜǎǘΣ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻƻŘ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘ 
 

Dear friends in Christ, 

I am grateful for my recent holidays. I enjoyed time with Astrid as she moved into a new 

home in Canberra, and I stayed a few days near Circular Quay where I caught up with a 

childhood friend I®d not seen for 40+ years. After that, some relaxing time with Carol and Fergus at Marion Bay, 

and Ĝnally a few days on retreat by myself, topped off with a few days of ­man flu® for good measure!  

I feel a great sense that we are on the precipice of a critical point in time where I/we need to be aware of  God®s 

work in our midst. What does the Lord require of us? We- the church, the diocese, the Parish of Good Shepherd 

are facing necessary and much needed change, but I can®t be sure what it is. I certainly feel a sense of bleakness 

as I reflect on the recent deaths of Rosalie, Joan and Marilyn. That said, I know all three women would not be 

patient of any lingering moroseness distracting us from being disciples, doing God®s work here on earth. Such 

was their determined, formidable, combined love of life. All three were strengthened, emboldened and guided by 

their faith. All three had lives shaped by kind, generous hearts and an instinct to do good deeds. All witnessed 

profound, inspiring faith.  

How might our hearts and minds best be open to the new things God is doing in our midst?  

As you know, I was struck by the guest speaker at this year®s Clergy Conference in  May, the Most Reverend 

Justin Duckworth, Bishop of Wellington, NZ. He presented as the most unlikely of bishops. Whilst his physical 

appearance caught your attention, it was his ministry background that was the most profound. Much of his 

ministry was unfunded by the church, and all of it was on the margins. As he talked in more detail about the 

different projects and teams of people he worked with, a mantra of sorts became evident. While he did not for a 

moment imply that it was neither easy, nor costly, I felt as though I heard him say that three essential things 

guided him.  Firstly, that we were drawn to making disciples of Jesus, secondly, that we loved and cared for one 

another, and thirdly, that we had empathy and reached out to  those who were living on the edges of society, and 

therefore most vulnerable.   Hearing him talk about this, brought to mind my years in the Parish of Elizabeth, and 

recalling how that parish had served the community. The parish helped to staff and run The Mission, the 

precursor of AnglicareSA - people like Carol and myself  - people like Rosalie, Marilyn and Joan -  people like 

you. 

Let us strive to be open to the new things God is doing in our midst. Let®s nurture hearts of trust and minds of 

attentiveness. Let go of fear and desire to control, and make space for the Spirit to move. Prayer, Scripture, and 

worship attune us to God®s presence and promptings. When we listen deeply, act humbly, and remain open to 

surprise, we discover that God is always at work³renewing, restoring, and inviting us into the unfolding story of 

discipleship. 

 

Deep Peace,  

Michael 

 

 
On 20 September 2025, the Diocese will be hosting a 

discussion and lunch in Memorial Hall, St Peter®s College, 

where prominent Christian author, journalist and columnist 

Julia Baird will be guest speaker. Bishop Sophie Relf-

Christopher will follow up by moderating a Q&A sessionΦ 

Julia has some thoughtful insights into the modern church, 

and the title of the discussion Ḡrace, Awe and Hope° 

echoes the subject of two of her recent books.  Discussion 

will also involve how we maintain hope and the challenges of 

speaking about God in the modern age.  

The event is free but booking is essential for catering.  

Follow the link: https://events.humanitix.com/hope-awe-

and-grace-adelaide-anglicans lunch with julia baird to 

register for tickets.  
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Prior to the Mid-Year edition of The LINK, the Church of the Good Shepherd suffered the loss of its 
Priest®s Warden, Marilyn Owen, whose faithful service in this role was only one area in which she 
supported the parish over many years.  Marilyn®s sudden illness and death impacted profoundly 
not only on her family, the congregation and wider community, but especially on her fellow 
Warden, Fran Kerwin, who was only 3 weeks post-surgery from a total knee replacement when 
Marilyn died.  

As the 100th Anniversary of The Church of the Good Shepherd draws closer, we welcome the 
opportunity to mark the occasion in the celebratory manner it warrants, whilst honouring the   
contribution and inspiring leadership over so many years, of Marilyn and the other amazing women 
at CHOGS, This parish has indeed been fortunate to have them in our lives.   

Given the circumstances, I am writing this in lieu of the usual report, and fuller coverage of these 
and related events can be found elsewhere in the newsletter.   

 

God®s Blessings to you all. 
Chris Bates-Brownsword  (Editor) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
We are very grateful to the locum 
clergy who step in and take 
services at the Church of the 

Good Shepherd when 
 Fr Michael Lane 
 is away, or on leave. 

Your time, teaching and insights 
are much appreciated by the 

congregation.  
 
In recent times we have enjoyed 

visits from The 
 Rev ôds Stephen Pash,  
Margaret Annells,  
Bill Goodes and Julia 
Denny-Dimitriou. 

 
       A heartfelt thanks  
        from all at CHOGS.   
 
 

 

CHOGS WARDENSõ MID YEAR REPORT 2025 
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PALM SUNDAY     18 April 2025  

On Palm Sunday, the beginning of Holy Week, parishioners processed into a well decorated 
church, thanks to the efforts of Father Michael Lane and his helper Susan Smith (who now 
BOTH have saws to deal with the rather weighty greenery involved in this somewhat  arduous 

task)! 

 

It was also on this day that we received the sad news that longstanding 

CHOGS parishioner Rosalie Savige died on 11.4.25. A parishioner at 

CHOGS for many years, Rosalie also enjoyed a long association with St 

Judeôs Brighton, where her funeral was held. Helen Bowen, Rosalieôs best 

friend, delivered a eulogy revealing Rosalieôs  generosity, kindness, 

empathy, courage, determinationðand her lively and adventurous spirit ð

characteristics masked by the meek and self deprecating persona that 

Rosalie presented to the world. Life had not always treated Rosalie kindly, 

but she rose above such circumstances with steadfastness, and continued 

to find the best in everyone and every situation. We also learned about 

Rosalieôs lifelong passion for horses.  She did it tough in her final years, 

rarely seeking help and concerned about the impact on her family. A 

gracious  lady, always the first to support a cause, and someone who 

impressed others with her quiet presence , Rosalie will be sorely missed. 

wƻǎŀƭƛŜ ǿƛǘƘ !ǊŎƘōƛǎƘƻǇ DŜƻũǊŜȅ 

{ƳƛǘƘ ŀǘ DƻƻŘ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 

[ǳƴŎƘ ƻƴ олΦпΦноΦ 
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 COMMISSIONING OF REVEREND ANDREA MACDOUGALL                
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hƴ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ м aŀȅ нлнр ό¢ƘŜ 

CŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ tƘƛƭƛǇ ŀƴŘ WŀƳŜǎΣ 

!ǇƻǎǘƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ aŀǊǘȅǊǎύ  ǘƘŜ 

/ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ ±ŜƴŜǊŀōƭŜ 

!ƴŘǊŜŀ aŎ5ƻǳƎŀƭƭ ŀǎ tǊƛŜǎǘ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ ƻŦ .ǊƛƎƘǘƻƴΣ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ 

ŀǘ тΦлл ǇƳ ŀǘ {ǘ W¦59{ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ 

.ǊƛƎƘǘƻƴΦ 

!ǊŎƘōƛǎƘƻǇ ¢ƘŜ aƻǎǘ wŜǾŜǊŜƴŘ 

DŜƻũǊŜȅ {ƳƛǘƘ ƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ {ŜǊƳƻƴ 

  

  THE BLESSING  
 

Dƻ ŦƻǊǘƘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛƴ ǇŜŀŎŜΤ ōŜ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜΤ 

   ƘƻƭŘ Ŧŀǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘΤ ǊŜƴŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƴƻ-ƻƴŜ ŜǾƛƭ ŦƻǊ ŜǾƛƭΤ 

   ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀƛƴǘ ƘŜŀǊǘŜŘΤ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀƪΤ  ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ 

    ŀƉƛŎǘŜŘΤ 

    ƎƛǾŜ ƘƻƴƻǳǊ ǘƻ ŀƭƭΤ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣ ǊŜƧƻƛŎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

    ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΤ 

!ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŀƭƳƛƎƘǘȅΣ 

    ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΣ 

    ōŜ ǳǇƻƴ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΦ   
    

    !a9b 

CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ŀǧŜƴŘŜŜǎ 

ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŘƧŀŎŜƴǘ 

DǊǳƴŘȅ IŀƭƭΦ 

https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2025/3-january/comment/columnists/angela-tilby-can-christianity-survive-the-next-50-years
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Brian, the Orchid man from St Francis of Assisi 

Brian Lehmann, orchid grower extraordinaire, was born in 

Parkside 71 years ago. When I visited him at home recently, his 

back verandah and garden were chock full of beautiful orchids 

(Cymbidiums) which look out from various greenhouses, shade 

houses and other structures. 

As an 8-year-old, Brian®s interest was sparked by his mum who 

he remembers bringing home orchid plants on the bus (which 

she bought at Coles, wrapped in plastic).  She would pass these 

on to Brian to plant and care for. She also regularly brought 

home other flower seeds for him to grow in their garden.    

When he was about 10, the family bought a holiday home in 

Aldinga which was located near a reserve, and it was there that 

Brian developed his love for bushwalking and an understanding 

of the seasons. He enjoyed the plants, especially the native 

orchids he came across. Perhaps not surprisingly, his career began in the plant world, beginning with 

an apprenticeship at Lasscocks Garden Centre on Henley Beach Road, where he worked his way 

from Nursery Manager to Propagation Manager. He said that Lasscocks was well ahead of its time, 

being a drive-in premises which was open on weekends. He remembers the weekends as being 

absolute mayhem!  When Lasscocks downgraded the Henley Beach premises to a ­Garden Centre® , 

and established a new nursery at Willunga, Brian went to work thereШ. 

He still works in the industry and is currently employed at Adelaide Plant Growers, which is a 

wholesale nursery at Sellicks Hill. Although he has reduced his hours, Brian plays an important role in 

the propagation area, assists with administration, and is mentor to the numerous CertiĜcate of 

Horticulture students who come to the nursery to complete the practical aspect of their course. He 

much enjoys his interaction with these young people who come from such far-flung countries as 

China, Indonesia, Columbia, Brazil and South Africa. 

In 1982, Brian purchased his home in Colonel Light Gardens, where he has indulged his passion for 

orchids, especially Cymbidium orchids, for the last 43 years.  

We were fortunate to see (and be able to purchase) some of Brian®s spectacular orchids at the St 

Francis of Assisi Spring Fling, in 2024, and are pleased to say that he has agreed to bring them along 

to the Open Day of the Church of the Good Shepherd®s 100th Anniversary celebrations in October 

2025.  Thank you, Brian. (!)  
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Rugs with Love  

The 18th Rugs with Love exhibition was held on Saturday 10th May 2025 

and was a huge success. I feel like I want to say ās usual° - however, 

there is nothing usual about this project!  What began as an Easter activity 

19 years ago, has morphed 

into an amazing 3,004 rugs 

and still counting.  

The honour of being able to 

use the Church of the Good 

Shepherd for this exhibition 

has raised the bar 

considerably. We have 

fabulous access to display the 

wonderful rugs that have 

been created throughout the year, and people are 

overwhelmed when they see them all together. This year, 

there were 250 incredible creations. Having the space to include a seated afternoon tea is also very 

welcome, and at $10.00 a head, is a real bargain for all the homemade hot food and savoury and sweet 

goodies. The pinwheels, sausage rolls and other pastries, along with fabulous meringues, jam & cream 

lamingtons, friands, Florentines and brownies keep people coming back for more.   

We were delighted that the Hon Katrine Hildyard, Minister for Child Protection and Jackie Bray, Chief 

Executive of DCP, were able to be present at the exhibition to see the rugs before they were packed.  

Both women addressed the afternoon tea attendees, and everyone was moved by their brief talks.  

All the rugs have been distributed to the Department for Child Protection 

houses (north, south, central and country) and to Maltarra Tiny Homes 

campus.  We have also donated smaller rugs to the Adelaide Hills Zonta 

Club, palliative care at Flinders Medical Centre and Ashford Hospital and 

to Junction Housing. It was wonderful to have Odetta, a DCP staff 

member from Port Pirie, with us in Adelaide on the Saturday (see pic at  

left).  Odetta came, with her son and husband, and together they selected 

rugs for the 14 children in her care. It was very special to watch as they 

made their choices and then selected a handmade bag to put the rugs in.   

Since the exhibition, we have received many emails to say how amazing 

the rugs are.  True (16 yo) said:  I have never had anyone make me 

anything before; Seth (14 yo) said: A lot of work went into this. Can you 

let them know I really like it. How did they know I am a Port follower: Bec 

(aged 8) said: Thanks so much, this is lovely. Do you think they would knit 

me some socks and mittens? Yes Bec we can - and in fact they are being knitted right now!   

We are delighted this year to have been able to make a Ĝnancial donation to three Zonta clubs, a VIEW 

club and Days for Girls. This project was never about making money, but we are so glad that we have, 

and that we can give back to community. National Volunteer week this year was about Connecting 

Communities, and this project emulates this theme and intent so well.  

Rugs for Love is self-funded by the generous donations we receive of wool and fabrics, and the good will 

of women who love to knit, crochet, sew and get together once a month to create our masterpieces.  

Our sincere thanks to Farther Michael for his ongoing and continued support of this project. I hope that 

the winner of the Pentecost challenge enjoys his rug selection! 

  Pauline Glover 
                     Coordinator, Rugs with Love 
 

RUGS WITH LOVE will be on display at the CHOGS 

100th Anniversary Celebrations Open Day on 

Saturday 25 October 2025. 
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The only way I can really describe the experience, is to say that on the Sunday night Janet and I 

felt spiritually transported to the mountain top, and we stayed there for the entire week, climaxing 

with the MagniĜcat on Holy Saturday.  Carol®s piano and Michael®s flute blended with our singing, 

underscoring it and giving us more conĜdence.  

Carol®s meditations each night, and her counterpointing of the eternal joy, love and power of 

God, inherent in the TaizĄ chants, together with the poignancy of Passion Week, were profound.  

We found the depth of spiritual experience unforgettable, and the presence of the Spirit palpable! 

We appreciated the power of the Gospel derived from the ritual foot washing on Holy Thursday 

and the Stations of the Cross on Good Friday, and the candles lighting our way to the celebration 

of the resurrection on Easter Sunday underpinned the spirituality we had experienced during the 

week. 

We will always treasure our Holy Week 2025 experience at The Church of the Good Shepherd.       

                                                                                Pauline Alcock (& Janet Fernandez) 

This was my sister Janet®s, and my Ĝrst Holy Week at The Church of the Good Shepherd, as we 

had Covid in 2024.  And what a spirit-Ĝlled experience it was (!) Carol Fort taught us how to 

sing, which gave us conĜdence in our voices. Nevertheless, it still felt daunting to sing in public 

for four consecutive nights from Palm Sunday to Wednesday, and then on Holy Saturday. 
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ǝƭƭ ŜŀǊǘƘƭȅ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǘǳǊƴ 

ǘƻ Řǳǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƘŜǎ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ƘŜŀǘ ŎƻƴǎǳƳƛƴƎΤ 

ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘȅ ƎƭƻǊƛƻǳǎ ƭƛƎƘǘ 

ǎƘƛƴŜ ŜǾŜǊ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ǎƛƎƘǘΣ 

ŀƴŘ ŎƭƻǘƘŜ ƳŜ ǊƻǳƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ Ƴȅ ǇŀǘƘ ƛƭƭǳƳƛƴƎΦ 
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ǎŜŜƪ ǘƘƻǳ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƻǳƭ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŜΣ 

ŀƴŘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛƴŜ ƻǿƴ ŀǊŘƻǳǊ ƎƭƻǿƛƴƎΤ 
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ǿƛǘƘƛƴ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊΣ 

ŀƴŘ ƪƛƴŘƭŜ ƛǘΣ ǘƘȅ Ƙƻƭȅ ƅŀƳŜ ōŜǎǘƻǿƛƴƎΦ 

о !ƴŘ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎΣ 

ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳƭ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻƴƎΣ 

ǎƘŀƭƭ ŦŀǊ ƻǳǘǇŀǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎΤ 

ŦƻǊ ƴƻƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ƎǳŜǎǎ ƛǘǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ 

ǝƭƭ [ƻǾŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ 

ǿƘŜǊŜƛƴ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎΦ 
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MISSION TO SEAFARERS NEWS 

By Harold Bates-Brownsword 

This edition brings you some information on the worldwide network of the Mission to Seafarers, focusing on 
the important Seafarers Centre at Port Hedland in the Pilbara district of WA. 

Just to give an idea of the importance to Australia of international seafarers, each year 150,000 seafarers 
from many nations visit the Pilbara. A large number visit the Port Hedland Flying Angels Club where they can 
relax, have a meal, buy a drink and get in touch with their families and friends. The Club is open from 8.30 
am to 4.30 pm every day, and if you are ever in Port Hedland on a holiday, the Centre runs tourist cruises 
around the port, which operates 24/7 throughout the year. 

Visitors joining the cruise, get a fascinating glimpse of a real-life working harbour, touring around the world's 
largest bulk mineral, multi-million-dollar export port from which Iron ore, 
lithium, copper concentrate, salt, and manganese are shipped around the 
world, particularly to China, our largest trading partner. 

They experience Ĝrst-hand, the history, workings, big players, sheer 
scale and huge volumes, as well as the lives of the often-invisible 
ordinary seafarers who make it all happen. The two-hour tour begins at 
the Port Hedland Seafarers Centre with a background presentation, 
before boarding the launch for a lap around the bustling harbour, 
amongst huge bulk carriers, powerful tugs, ore loaders and constant 
activity.   An expert guide provides commentary and answers any 

questions. Lifejackets, a bottle of water and morning tea are provided. Popular Harbour Tours operate daily 
during the winter: Monday to Friday 9.00 ² 11.00 am, and Saturday and Sunday 12.30 pm ² 2.30 pm. 

 

 
 

The Port Hedland Seafarers Centre is one of over 300 
Mission to Seafarers [MTS] centres worldwide (with 28 in 
Australia) providing pastoral, practical and spiritual 
welfare to Seafarers of all ranks, nationalities and beliefs. 
In Adelaide, Seafarers works with Stella Maris, the 
Catholic Church®s Seafarers Mission. MTS has been 
operating in Port Hedland for more than 50 years and also 
welcomes tourists and the local community through its 
doors.  

Some of the services offered to seafarers at Port Hedland 
include: 

Ship to shore transfers; Foreign money exchange; 
Australian mobile SIM & Recharge cards; Online & 
personal shopping delivered to berth; Souvenir & Gift 
shop; High speed Wi-Fi; Transit accommodation; Chapel 

& Chaplaincy services; Recreation Room and outdoor relaxation 
area. 

At right,  group of Seafarers on their way into Port Hedland after 
being collected by launch from the ship®s berth. Bus services 
transport seafarers to and from the Port Shore Leave Launch 
Service at the Town Jetty, Port Authority, Supermarket, Airport 

and Doctors. These Services are similar to 
those at Stella Maris in Port Adelaide where I 

work as a volunteerΦ 

The shore-leave launch picks up seafarers from 

any ship in port displaying the Charlie Flag, 

between  0900 ² 1230 hrs and returns them to 

the ship between 1500 ² 1600 hrs. A bus meets the launch to 

transport seafarers to the Centre for money-changing, then on to the local shopping mall. 

The Charlie flag, which is the code flag.  "C", signiĜes "yes" or "afĜrmative" in the International Code of 
Signals, and is used by ships at sea to conĜrm or acknowledge a message or signal. 

ά{ŜŀŦŀǊŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ƘƻƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΦ Lǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 

ǉǳƛǘŜ ƭƻƴŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǎƻƭŀǝƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƘŀǊŘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǘƻǳƎƘ 

ƧƻōΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŘŜƳŀƴŘƛƴƎΦέ  
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MISSION TO SEAFARERS    Cont®d 

The picture at left  shows Crew collecting welcome packs from the Flying Angels.  

Stella Maris at Port Adelaide also provides gift packs, Christmas and Easter gift 

hampers to all ships in port.  

During Covid, Gift packs to seafarers were the only contact they had with the 
outside world, and Stella Maris volunteers were given special authority to deliver 
Welcome packs and Hampers to the bottom of  gangplanks for seafarers to 
collect after our bus had pulled away.          
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PICTURE:  A Short History of possible new futures for the Church and how to get there, as well as 

an invitation to be part of the process. 

Readers of The LINK will be aware that Parish Councillors from the Good Shepherd, Plympton, [CHOGS], 

and St Francis of Assisi have been in conversation for almost a year now about the future of the Church 

and how we might work together.  Parishioners from CHOGS participated in last year®s Pet service and 

Spring Fling at St Francis, as reported in the LINK, and the newsletHater is now shared between both 

Parishes. The St Francis Quarterly lunches at The Maid of Auckland are also a regular part of The LINK. 

When Rev®d Andrea MacDougall accepted the appointment to St Judes Brighton late last year, St Francis 

needed to look for a new priest. The wardens at St Francis invited Rev®d Helen Phillips, the recently 

appointed Flourishing Communities Facilitator for the diocese, to meet with both parishes to discuss the 

future. ώCƻǊ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ōǊƛŜŬƴƎ ƻƴ IŜƭŜƴ tƘƛƭƭƛǇǎΩ ǊƻƭŜΣ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ {ǘ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƭǳƴŎƘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ 
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At that meeting, St Francis tabled a set of proposals looking at how we could have a minor revolution by 

appointing not one, but two new ministers to St Francis, whilst seeking new ways of ministering to youth 

and young families, perhaps with a new church building to facilitate expected growth. They said they had 

the funds and the will to set some serious goals - as well as the strategies to put this in place. 

Whilst it was bit gobsmacking at Ĝrst, it made more sense as we looked at possibilities. Of course, there 
were reservations and questions, and with Helen Philipps guidance, it was decided that for such a bold 
venture we would need to widen the conversation to include other Churches in the deanery. 

As a Ĝrst step we invited other churches in the deanery to meet at St Francis to discuss options. Several 
Lay leaders from neighbouring parishes, including Somerton and Warradale, attended, and we 
exchanged ideas. After some discussion, Helen suggested that whilst the ideas put forward may be 
useful, we needed to focus less on what we might think is the greatest idea and spend our time 
discerning what is the will of God - ignoring what may, in the long run, be short term Ĝxes. It was agreed 
that the next meeting should take place at Warradale, to see what our sister churches looked like, as well 
as encouraging parishioners to participate. 

On Sunday 27th July we met at St Elisabeths, Warradale and had a number of Ĝrst-time participants, 

although not as many as we had hoped. We fruitfully worked through Corinthians 1,®One body with many 

parts.° and found consensus that this could be a good way forward. 

The next meeting of the group will be at Church of the Good Shepherd 15 Clayton Avenue Plympton.  On 
Sunday 24 August, 2025 at 1.30pm. Please consider putting some time into this crucial conversation and 
encouraging others to join you. All are welcome and the meeting closes at 3pm .  

 Harold Bates-Brownsword 

Can Christianity Survive the next 50 Years  (continued) 

This article in the last edition of The LINK started a few 
conversations, and continued others.  Here is an update. 

Also please note the invitation on Page 2 of The LINK, regarding the Diocesan 
Luncheon 20.9.25, with guest speaker Julia Baird.  
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OUR JOAN 

Joan Middletonõs funeral at The Church of the Good Shepherd on Thursday 17 July 2025, marked the end of an era at CHOGS, 

especially coming so soon after the passing of another much respected and longstanding parishioner, our current Priestôs Warden, Marilyn 

Owen.  These two remarkable women, whose dedication over so many years played a large part in forming the reputation the Good 

Shepherd enjoys as a welcoming and generous parish, known for its pastoral care and outreach, will be fondly remembered and greatly 

missed. Joan was aged 95. 

Joanôs daughter Kateôs eulogy described her mother as a woman of substance and deep faith, who ran a loving and organised home in 

which precision and planning played a large part. She described her motherôs 

life of service, her many roles at CHOGS, including Warden, Pastoral Care 

Team Leader,  Mothersô Union for over 60 years, President and Secretary at 

Legacy, and President and Secretary of the Wife and Widowôs Auxiliary. - Kate 

said that Joanôs resilience and guidance was the foundation of their lives. The 

kids all helped with chores and Joan was not averse to bringing out the 

wooden spoon if needed! They had a fabulous backyard, and Kate remembers 

walking up and down the local hills on their way to the shops, or to school.  

She said Joan was a good cook, famed for her curries, pasty slices and 

cheesecakes, and she also enjoyed sewing and knitting. She spoke of her 

motherôs quiet stoicism and devoted care, as her father John declined and 

passed away in 2001.   In 2018, when Joanôs son Hank and eldest grandson 

Bradley died within a week of each other, her mother attended and read at 

both funerals.  Joan moved to hostel care at Resthaven Marion 2 years ago and 

was happy with her choice. Kateôs concluding statement said it all:   Feeling a 

little unsettled the night before ñon the morning of Wednesday 9 July, Joan 

passed peacefully, as she had lived ï with strength, dignity and graceò.   

In 2019, I interviewed Joan around the time of her 90th birthday. Titled Ōur Joan°, the story 

(which is reprinted below) appeared in the Mid-Year issue of The LINK. (Chris Bates-Brownsword, ed) 

Joan Middleton®s 90th birthday at CHOGS on Sunday (5th January) was 
a joyous occasion for both Joan and the parish, as we celebrated this 
signiĜcant milestone in Joan®s life.  In the mid year (June 2019) issue of 
The LINK, I wrote an article called Īn Praise of Older Women° which 
recognised the ongoing contribution and leadership of a number of 
amazing women at the Church of the Good Shepherd.  Numbered 
amongst these women, Joan®s commitment to the parish over many 
years has been exceptional - and celebrating her 90th birthday seemed 
a good time to reminisce with her about her life and times at CHOGS. 

Joan was born at Memorial Hospital in North Adelaide, and baptised 
and conĜrmed at St Andrew®s Church Walkerville. She attended 
Walkerville Primary School and went on to complete her Intermediate 
CertiĜcate at Adelaide High School.  After leaving school, she worked 
as a stenographer for the Australian Barley Board for a few years, and 
later in ClassiĜed Ads at The Advertiser newspaper, before 
commencing training as a nurse at Memorial Hospital.  Outside of work, 

Joan was a keen hockey player Φ 

Five months into her nursing course, whilst attending a party at a friend®s house, Joan 
was introduced to a personable young man named John Middleton.  Meeting John, who 
was born in Quorn in South Australia, proved to be a life changing event for Joan.  
Seven months later, having completed 12 months of her nursing studies, Joan left to 
embark on a new life with John, and in 1950 they were married at St Andrew®s Church 
Walkerville.  

Joan tells the story about the time she and John were invited to Government House to 
meet our current Queen (or Princess Elizabeth as she was then) on her 1952 visit to 
Adelaide. The invitation came about through John®s position as an ofĜcer in the 10th 
Australian Infantry Battalion (called the Adelaide Rifles in those days) and part of the 
CMF (Citizens Military Force).  Joan describes the excitement as the ladies went to 
great pains to ensure they were well decked out, making their own frocks and hats ² 
only to have the visit cancelled when the future Queen®s father, King George IVth 
suddenly died, and she had to abandon the tour and return to England.  
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