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A WORD FROM OUR PARISH PRIEST FATHER MICHAEL LANE 

Dear Good Shepherd Parishioners 
 
 

 

As I walked along the Ovens River Gorge recently, near the glorious Victorian town of Bright, I 
remembered that it was in this place, at the same time last year that I began to turn my mind to 
what I might write for the 2021 Easter LINK. How lucky am I to be on holiday again, travelling on 
my way to visit Astrid, family and friends in Canberra! At the end of the walk, I noticed that Iªd 
received an email from Chris letting me know that she had the current edition in hand and was 
looking forward to my piece. The world can feel like a very connected place. This time last year 
was a six-month milestone for me, post cancer surgery. Whilst I had recovered well and was 
enjoying my travels, twelve months later my level of wellbeing is even greater, and it was 
wonderful to be walking in such a beautiful place, on such a lovely day. 

 

 
 

                                               
Lunch with Astrid at National Library         Dairy Hill National Aboretum, Canberra             Breaking the journey at Swan Hill on way up 
 

Then my mind turned to more sombre things. During this last year, covid continues to be present in our lives, and so 
much has changed in what seems a short time. Towards the end of last year, it felt as though covid might be on its 
way out, but nothing could be further from the truth.  However, things have changed again. More people are now 
catching the disease, Astrid included. The long-term implications are still not certain, but it does not seem to be 
causing the degree of illness or death that we witnessed in the early stages of the pandemic ¥ and for that we are 
grateful. Our world is greatly troubled by the atrocities being inflicted upon the Ukrainian people at the hands of 
Russian invaders. The global community, including the wider Christian community, has universally condemned the 
actions of Vladimir Putin.  However, forty days on, the war, which harms innocent civilians and soldiers alike, 
continues. This is madness. People are rightly fearful that the genesis of World War III is on the horizon. Our prayers 
for peace for the people of Ukraine are at the forefront of our minds.  
 

A Prayer for Ukraine 
God of peace and justice, we pray for the people of Ukraine today. 
We pray for peace and the laying down of weapons. 
We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow, 
that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to them. 
We pray for those with power over war or peace, 
for wisdom, discernment, and compassion to guide their decisions. 
Above all, we pray for all your precious children, at risk and in fear, 
that you would hold and protect them. 
We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace.   Amen 
 

Prayer for the Peace of the World 
Almighty God, from whom all thoughts of truth and peace 
  proceed: 
kindle, we pray, in the hearts of all, the true love of peace 
and guide with your pure and peaceable wisdom 
those who take counsel for the nations of the earth 
that in tranquillity your kingdom may go forward, 
till the earth is filled with the knowledge of your love. 
Through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns 
   with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
   ever.   Amen 
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The Church of the Good Shepherd has much to be grateful for and we look with confidence to our immediate future, 
and the opportunity and resources to renew and re-engage with our mission in the local community. Our church 
plant is beginning to be used more. In 2022 we have begun to support the work of organisations supporting 
people experiencing domestic violence, a disability employment services provider, and a group supporting deaf 
people. We have plans to make our Narthex more of a community space. We also are looking forward to developing 
new ways of exploring fellowship, pastoral care and outreach within our own community and with nearby parishes of 
St Francis, St Mary and St Jude.  
 

As my leave comes to an end, I look forward to returning and being part of the celebration of Palm Sunday, Holy 
Week, Good Friday, and Easter with you all. I give thanks for this privilege. Thank you, good people of Good 
Shepherd.   
 
Deep Peace 
Michael.  
 

WARDENS· REPORT 2022 
 

It is with great pleasure that Pauline (PƌŝĞƐƚ͛Ɛ�ǁĂƌĚĞŶͿ� ĂŶĚ�DĂƌŝůǇŶ� ;PĞŽƉůĞ͛Ɛ�ǁĂƌĚen) present 
this our final report for 2022. Pauline will retire as of the vestry meeting and Marilyn has 
tendered her resignation.  We have been very privileged to represent you for the past twelve 
months. We have tried to keep you informed and encouraged, during this time of covid 
interruption and inconvenience. It has been a pleasure to work alongside the parish council, the 
covid marshals, the roster producers and all those who volunteer in our parish.  You are a wond- 

 

 
erful church family, and a giving lot to be associated with.  Again, we have had another year where the pandemic has 
affected everything.  At least during the second year we knew what we were dealing with, and even now as we begin the 
third year, we have even more knowledge.  2021 was guided by the policies and regulations of the Department of Health, 
and our Diocese.  We still need to QR check in,  wear a mask (and to wear it properly which means covering the nose) and 
to sanitize. 
 

We were saddened by the death of Fr Gary Priest who spent some time with us as a locum, and what a wonderful ministry 
it was. We were also saddened by the death of Vanessa Linke and Joan Bulling. Vanessa was our pew sheet compiler, and 
we thank her for this ministry. She also had fingers in other pies (too numerous to record here). More recently we were 
grateful for the locum serviceƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ZĞǀ͛Ě�dƌĂĐĞǇ�'ƌĂĐĞǇ�ǁŚŽ�ǁĂƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƵƐ�ǁŚŝůƐƚ�&ƌ�DŝĐŚĂĞů�ǁĂƐ�ŽŶ�ůĞĂǀĞ͘�KƵƌ�ƚŚĂŶŬƐ�ĂůƐŽ�
go to Wendy Loneragan and Roger Pryor for the music they provide. It is always a delight to listen to the organ music 
during and after the service. We are also lucky that we can sing, albeit with masks on!  Thanks to the choristers who vary, 
from week to week, and whose dulcet tones do not go unnoticed. We also thank for their commitment Christine, Harold, 
and Susan for their untiring work in the garden, for Isobel as Sacristan and Fran for overseeing Buildings and Grounds.  We 
thank Rosemary Miller and John Thorne for their review of workplace safety, according to the latest guidelines from the 
Diocese. 
 

It is with sadness that we note the winding up of the Craft group at the end of 2021.  This means that there are no longer 
any church based groups meeting at the church, which is a sad indictment on the state of the world today.  We had a 
shared lunch for Good Shepherd Sunday hosting the Archbishop and his wife, which was our first relaxed shared meal for 
some time. We held a very successful trading table on the first Sunday of Advent, with the proceeds going to the Christmas 
Bowl appeal. A shared meal at the Good Shepherd with the parish councils of CHOGS and St Francis was a great success 
and has opened the door to ongoing discussions and a closer relationship.  As a parish, we met our voluntary quota 
donations, giving $1000.00 to each of two ABM projects - Diocese of the Northern Territory and Global-covid emergency 
fund. We also donated to Foodbank (food vouchers for school chaplains to distribute) and the Fred Hollows Foundation. 
 

In closing, let us use this time to reflect on the past and not to dwell on it, but plan for the future and act on it. And open 
our minds to the myriad of possibilities. 
 

Do not be afraid to fail 
Do not be afraid to succeed 
And most of all, 
Do not be afraid to try. 
Dream, believe, and you will achieve 
Trust in God 
 
Pauline Glover and Marilyn Owen 



 3 

   

 

The Church of the Good Shepherd Annual 
Vestry Meeting was held in the Church 
Hall after the 10 o·clock service on Sunday 
27th February 2022, with approximately 
40 people in attendance.  After welcome 
and opening prayers, Fr Michael Lane 
announced that Pauline Glover had 
stepped down from her Warden·s role, to 
concentrate on other outreach into her 
local community. 

 

Although Pauline wanted no fuss made, Fr Michael was keen that something be done to acknowledge Pauline·s 
significant contribution and commitment to the parish over many years.  Fran Kerwin will take up the role of People·s 
Warden for the next two years, and Marilyn Owen will fill the role of Priest·s Warden. 
 
 

 

Fr Michael made special mention of the Craft Group which for the 
moment has gone into recess in its current form, but he said that 
two new groups may be emerging, and he paid special tribute to the 
original Craft Group people, Sheila Guppy, Eileen Smith, and 
others whose contribution over the years has been substantial, 
donating to causes and financing improvements to the church and 
hall. He emphasised that although group meetings have ceased, 
participants will continue to contribute to future fundraising 
efforts in the parish. 
 

 

 

 

Fr Michael also informed the meeting that the Table Tennis 
Club is keen to maintain the Club, and to use the hall, not only to 
honour Vanessa Linke·s great contribution over many years, but 
also to acknowledge the love and respect they have for the 
person Vanessa was, remembering her integrity, cheekiness, and 
unique sense of humour. 

 
 

 

Fr Michael reminded the meeting about the Pastoral Care Group at CHOGS, 
which continues to be ´a powerful old school network relying more on 
telephones than on electronic means to keep in touch with parishionersµ. 
 

Interestingly, this method has proven to be very effective, and in most 
situations, contact is made within 30-40 minutes.  Fr Michael thanked Joan 
Middleton for her sterling efforts leading this group over many years. 

 
 

 

Fr Michael paid tribute to two departing members from the Parish Council ² Julia Mosong (not 
present at the Vestry Meeting) but ending two years on the Council; and Mary Clasohm who has 
stepped down after nine years· service.    He also welcomed the appointment of John Thorne and 
Trevor Owen as new members of Parish Council. 

 
 

Other Appointments:  Rosemary Miller continues on the South-West Inter Church Council, 
and in the role of outreach ministry (keep those snacks coming for the school children 
Rosemary supports); Election Nomination Committee: Barbara Lee, Rob Haese;  
Synod Rep: John Thorne, Rosemary Miller (reserve).  Graham Jones, who audited the books 
for this meeting was appointed as Auditor.  Note: Since the Vestry Meeting, Carol Fort has 
been appointed as a second Synod Rep. 
 
 

Fr Michael also mentioned the Calisthenics group·s desire to continue renting the church 
hall and reminded people about what an asset the hall is to the parish. He discussed recent 
repairs to the church and hall, stressing the importance of maintaining our grounds and 
buildings to a good standard - which is certainly what happens at CHOGS under the watchful 
eye of Fran Kerwin (who is responsible for Building and Grounds), our Wardens, and the 
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Parish Council. 
THE SOUTH WEST INTER CHURCH COUNCIL 

 
When nominations for representation on the above Council have been requested at Annual Vestry Meetings over the past 
few years, Rosemary Miller has always ³VWHSSHG�XS� WR� WKH�SODWH´ and continued to take responsibility for this ministry. But 
what exactly is the role of The Inter Church Council and where does it fit into the general scheme of things?  I am not entirely 
sure myself, so I asked Rosemary if she could clarify things for us ± and she has done so below. 
                                                                                                                                                             Chris Bates-Brownsword 
 

 
 
 

The South-West Inter-Church Council and School Chaplaincy 
 

The South-West Inter-Church Council (or SWICC) consists of representatives from six 
churches in our area. Currently, the members of this organisation are: 
 

x St John the Baptist Catholic Church 
x Vermont and Ascot Park Community Uniting Churches 
x Southpoint Church of Christ Edwardstown 
x St Francis Anglican Church, Clarence Gardens, and  
x the Anglican Church of the Good Shepherd, Plympton. 

 
Prior to the establishment of inter-church councils, ordained ministers¶ groups, called Fraternals, 
met to share ministry resources and fellowship, and to explore opportunities for witness and 
outreach.   However, with the advent of School Chaplaincy in South Australian state schools in the 
mid-1980s, employer bodies were established to supervise the remuneration and employment of 
school chaplains.  
 
Local inter-church councils, consisting of lay and ordained representatives from different churches, 
played a vital role in raising funds to pay for the salaries and associated costs of employing school 
chaplains to minister not only to students, but also to parents and staff at local primary or high 
schools.  
 
Representatives of the inter-church councils were also involved in liaising with school 
administrators and selecting suitable candidates to fill chaplaincy roles, and provide them with 
ongoing support, as well as raising funds to pay for twice-yearly school seminars held around 
Christmas and Easter. In addition, the inter-church councils continued to promote inter-faith 
dialogue, sharing ideas and resources, and organising outreach events to witness our Christian 
faith to the local community. 
 
I was a member of staff at Plympton High School in the late 1980s when Matthew Ransome was 
employed as the first Chaplain at the school, and Julie Freebairn, a parishioner at the Good 
Shepherd, was Secretary of SWICC during that demanding period.    At the time, The United 
Christian Forum, consisting of talented actors from different denominations was largely 
responsible for providing seminars to schools - although I remember one occasion when Fr Andrew 
King, 7KH�5HY¶G�7ULVK�6SDUJR from Plympton Uniting Church and I, delivered a presentation based 
on The Prodigal Son to the students at the school.   
 
 

 

 
Reverend John Smith, founder of God͛Ɛ�^quad 

Motorcycle Club 

I also recall a memorable visit in 1982 by John Smith and 
his God Squad when I was teaching at Thorndon High 
School.  Sponsored by the Tea Tree Gully and 
&DPSEHOOWRZQ� 0LQLVWHUV¶� Fraternals, the God Squad, with 
their heavy-duty motorcycles, bikie leathers, beards and 
confrontational words about the meaning of life, caused 
quite a stir!    
 

I also worked as School Chaplain at Seaton High School in 
1993.  This was a rewarding and challenging year, as the 
role also involved addressing different church congregations 
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in the area to share my ministry and reflections with them, and to raise funds to carry out my 
work at the school. 
 

With the implementation of Federal Government funding for school chaplaincy in 1991, Schools 
Ministry Group Community Care (SMG) was formed, charged with the responsibility of allocating 
government funding to the chaplaincy program, training, interviewing, and reviewing the 
performance of school chaplains (or Christian Pastoral Support Workers as they were known then) 
and liaising with the school administration. 
 

According to its website ³60*�&KDSODLQF\� LV� D�ZKROLVWLc approach to nurturing the wellbeing of 
whole sFKRRO�FRPPXQLWLHV��SURYLGLQJ�SDVWRUDO�DQG�SUDFWLFDO�VXSSRUW�LQ�WLPHV�RI�QHHG««. Pastoral 
&DUH�:RUNHUV� FRQWULEXWH� WR� ³7he Wellbeing Classroom (which) is a framework to drive student 
attendance and engagement in learning.   It incorporates trauma responsive practices and 
.LPRFKLV�� �SXSSHWV� XVHG� WR� H[SORUH� DQG� H[SUHVV� VWXGHQWV¶� IHHOLQJV� DQG� HPRWLRQV���  SMG 
Education (also) offers online, livestream and face to face courses for Professional Development 
and lessons that can be used in the classroom (K-���´ 
 

SMG also provides schools with a variety of school presentations which are funded by inter-church 
councils.  ³7KH� SUHVHQWDWLRQV on offer range from interactive workshops to full school 
presentations and live music shows. They can be booked with or without Christian content and 
DOLJQ�ZLWK�NH\�DVSHFWV�LQ�WKH�$XVWUDOLDQ�&XUULFXOXP�´�(https://smg.com´) 
 
On the same website, John Gardiner, the Minister for Education in SA states: ³2XU�&haplains play 
a really important role in our education system, supporting the wellbeing of young South 
Australians from all parts of our great state and in all sorts of different personal circumVWDQFHV�´ 
 
Black Forest Primary School students 
Members of the inter-church council continue to provide 
spiritual and practical support for our PCWs (Pastoral Care 
Workers) when required. In times of need, many families 
require food assistance, as well as emotional support, and I 
give thanks for the Foodbank voucher scheme funded by the 
Good Shepherd and for the recess snacks, which are used by 
Janine Lambert at Ascot Park Primary School when students 
arrive at school without having eaten breakfast.  We have also 
paid for a variety of expenses requested by our PCWs.  A few 
examples include staff morning teas to celebrate World 
Teacher Day, bicycle repairs, new glasses for students, 
assistance with school camp fees, water bottles and stationery 
items. My special thanks go to The Rev Andrea McDougall and 

 

 
Back seat of Rosemary͛Ɛ�ĐĂƌ ʹ ready to go 

delivering food donations 
the congregation at St Francis Clarence Gardens for providing the latter.  My thanks also go to 
volunteers at the Brighton branch of Meals on Wheels who have donated emergency food to 
families in need at the Forbes and Ascot Park Primary Schools. 
 
Our meetings always conclude with prayer and a discussion about the main highlights of our 
church worship, and celebrations and outreach activities during the previous 2-3 months. It is 
always interesting to hear what other churches are doing and sharing our problems about the 
difficulties we face in our engagement with our local communities.  
 
As our churches age and our congregations and outreach activities diminish, I give thanks for the 
work and witness of our Pastoral Care Workers who serve as ³&KriVW¶s hands and feet in our 
FRPPXQLW\´� Thank you for your ongoing support of our school chaplaincy program. Please 
continue to hold our PCWs in your prayers: Jo Chapman: Richmond Primary School; Jason Dimian: 
Plympton International College; Janine Lambert: Ascot Park Primary School; Jessica Henley: Forbes 
Primary School and Karen Thorogood: Plympton Primary School. 
 
Rosemary Miller 
Chairperson South-West Inter-Church Council 

https://smg.com/
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CITY OF MARION  AUSTRALIA DAY  AWARDS 2021 
Our Congratulations to Citizen of the Year:  Pauline Glover 

 

 

 

 
On their website, the City of Marion states that each year ͞ŽƌĚŝŶĂƌǇ�
Australians doing extraordinary things for our community are 
acknowledged through the City of Marion͛Ɛ��ƵƐƚralia Day Awards͟.  
You could not find a more apt description of Pauline Glover͛s 
contribution over many years to the community in general, and to The 
Church of the Good Shepherd in particular, so it was gratifying indeed 
to learn of this official and timely recognition of the significant work 
Pauline has accomplished.   

 

 
The statement on the Council website reads: 
 

Citizen of the Year Pauline Glover, a resident who has spent decades reaching out to the vulnerable in the Marion community, has been 
part of the leadership team and a zone councillor for VIEW clubs in the southern region. VIEW (Voices Interests Education of Women) is 
a volunteer group that partners with The Smith Family charity. 
 

For more than a decade Pauline has also been the coordinator of Rugs With Love, a group that makes rugs for vulnerable children, and 
during the COVID-19 pandemic she has reached out to the community through a street library, morning teas and grocery drops to 
struggling families. 
 

The Dover Gardens resident has also served as Chairperson of the Seaview Downs Primary School Governing Council and was part of 
the successful advocacy to secure $15 million to rebuild the school. 
Pauline is also a Life Member of the Australian College of Midwives honouring her 40 years of service to midwifery. 
 
 

 
Pauline and her daughter at the Awards Ceremony 
(Image from City of Marion Facebook page 27.1.22) 

 

We at the Church of the Good Shepherd are also familiar with 
Pauline͛s untiring efforts over several years working in 
Cambodia with the 2H project, training traditional birth 
attendants and travelling for hours through the jungle to remote 
provinces unseen by the average tourist.  During these trips 
Pauline visited two children she sponsors via World Vision and 
was able to see that they attended school, were well dressed, 
and had food to eat.   
 

In 2020 Pauline went to Bali to undertake an Accessible House 
Renovation project, part of a team of Australians working with a 
group in Bali called Puspadi, whose aim is to transform the lives 
of people with physical disabilities from impoverished areas 
across Bali. 

 
 

The goal was to complete houses in Bali that were partially built, but never finished.   The work involved painting and 
cleaning houses, but to her amazement, Pauline also found herself helping to plant 1,000 trees around Mt Agung, a 
volcano in the area(!)   
 

Pauline took her pre-teen granddaughter Evelyn along on the visits to Bali and Cambodia, providing her with the 
opportunity to experience people and cultures entirely different from her suburban life in Adelaide. 
 
Amongst all the dedication and hard work, Pauline also knows how to have fun ʹ I recall a story she wrote for The LINK in 
2019, describing an impromptu trip to Las Vegas, when she joined a group of friends (including an 85-year-old) attending 
the World 8-ball Championships.  During a 2-week period, the group checked out the casinos, flew over the Grand Canyon 
in a helicopter, saw the Hoover Dam, drove to San Francisco and toured its many attractions, and visited the magnificent 
Redwood forests in Sequoia National Park before going on to Yosemite National Park.  Her final paragraph in the story is 
typical of Pauline͛s enthusiasm for life and all it has to offer: ͞We ate too much, had lots of fun and came home exhausted 
but the flight home was made all the better by all four of us getting an upgrade to Premium Economy.  Thanks Qantas.  Las 
Vegas you are done and dusted and even though you were not on my bucket list I loved you(!)͟  
 

You are an inspiration Pauline, and we look forward to hearing all about your next adventure ʹ when you discover yourself 
what that will be(!) 
  
 Chris Bates-Brownsword 
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THE BUSH CHURCH AID SOCIETY OF 
AUSTRALIA 

 

 

 

 

In the last issue of The LINK (Christmas 2021) readers may recall stories from some of the 
BCA Field Staff who work in remote areas of Australia, often under challenging conditions, 
but whose enthusiasm for their work and commitment to the communities they serve, is truly 
inspiring.   Ministry to indigenous Australians is a key part of BCA·V�ZRUN� as they focus on 
identifying and supporting indigenous Christian leaders in their regions.  In the Autumn issue 
of the BCA Real Australian, one of the couples featured in The Christmas LINK, Brendan and 
Laura Hurley, who live with their four children at Bluff Point, 5 hours north-west of Perth, 
have provided some updates on what is happening in their parish.  Laura has authored the 
following article about some interesting additions to the church·s toy collection, and their son 
Ethan has written his own story about what life is like for an eight-year-old boy living in 
Geraldton. 

 

 
 
Geraldton͛Ɛ�ǇŽƵŶŐĞƐƚ�ĐŚildren can now enjoy engaging with indigenous culture through play with the addition 
of four indigenous dolls that have been added to the toy collection at St George͛Ɛ��ŶŐůŝĐĂŶ��ŚƵƌĐŚ� ŝŶ��ůƵĨĨ�
Point.  The dolls were purchased in celebration of NAIDOC Week, thanks to funding made available to BCA 
Field Staff to provide opportunities to engage with indigenous culture and community. 
 
Brendan and I were so excited about the opportunity to refresh the toy collection at St George͛s to be more 
reflective of Geraldton͛s cultural diversity, and the dolls have already proven to be a valuable resource. 
 
It͛s been a delight to see the boys and girls in our church community using these Indigenous Miniland Dolls as a 
starting point to explore and role-play important biblical concepts such as God͛s love for all nations and 
demonstrating a Christ-like care to others, regardless of whether they share our own cultural heritage. 
 
The dolls will continue to be used at St. George͛s, both in a free-play context and as visual aids to assist in some 
exciting future projects.  These include an annual NAIDOC Week Kids Church lesson where children will learn 
songs and Bible verses in the Yamatji language and participate in Aboriginal art and craft projects.  This will 
reinforce the biblical truths they have been focusing on throughout the year. 
 
In celebration of NAIDOC Week, a specially themed Sunday School lesson has been planned which will feature a 
guest presentation from an indigenous woman in the St George͛s congregation who will share her testimony 
with the children. 
 
͞I was delighted to see such good use of the resources which were provided to Bluff Point in the purchase of 
these indigenous Dolls͟ says National Director Greg Harris.  ͞I look forward to seeing the creative ways that more 
Field Staff may use this offer to commemorate and celebrate either Reconciliation Week or NAIDOC Week this 
year.͟ 
 Laura Hurley 
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Hi, my name is Ethan and I am eight years old and in Year 3 at school.  My family and I live in Bluff Point which 
is a suburb of Geraldton.  It has many beautiful beaches, fantastic parks to play in and some cool sites to see.  
We have an awesome lighthouse, a really cool museum and many great places to eat.  It also gets very very 
windy here.  We often see ships coming into the port and kite surfers on the ocean. 
 
 
Some of my favourite things about living here are my school where I͛ve made lots of great friends and our 
church and the people there.  Kids Club on Fridays is always a lot of fun.  Another great thing about living in 
Geraldton is that there are so many fantastic places to go bike riding.  Our family loves to ride past the ocean to 
Al͛s café where we go and get milkshakes and chips. 
 
The funniest thing that has happened to me since we have lived here is when we were at a park playing hide and 
seek.  My brother Jake couldn͛t find me, but the bird above me did.  He pooped all over my shirt.  Then I knew it 
was time to go home! 
 
One of the things I find challenging about living here is that I really miss my friends, family and church back in 
Perth. There are also things in Perth that we͛d sometimes do that we can͛t do in Geraldton.  In Geraldton I can͛t 
go to Timezone with my Uncle Pete or go tenpin bowling with my friends or go to a big shopping centre. 
 
One of the ways I am growing in my relationship with God is through reading the Bible at night and praying to 
God, going to St George Kids and Splash Kids club, and we also get to learn about God at my school. 
 
At the moment I am reading about Solomon͛s temple in my kid͛s Bible and learning that God has come to us in 
Jesus so that we could live forever with Him. 
 
If you visited us, I͛d love to take you to Geraldton Museum.  It has lots of fun activities and movies about the 
ships that sunk near Geraldton.  You can also see other really cool animals, cannons and coins in the museum. 
 
Please pray that our family would grow in our trust in God, that the baby in mum͛s tummy would be born safely 
and that more people (especially other kids) would come to know and love Jesus. 

 
 Ethan Hurley 
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TAKING CARE OF OUR ENVIRONMENT 
 

If you are someone with a desire to protect and preserve Australia·s fast-disappearing countryside, both locally and 
further afield, you will be pleased to know that there are numerous conservation organisations working tirelessly to 
achieve just that outcome.  With ongoing financial support from everyday Australians, their commitment to the 
preservation of a variety of landscapes will allow future generations to experience and appreciate the natural 
wonders of our amazing continent in all its diversity for decades to come.  Being able to acquire properties, often in 
partnership with other conservation groups, including Aboriginal people, has proven an excellent method for 
safeguarding and managing substantial tracts of land in a well-rounded and holistic way.   
 

 
Spray painted dots on a dying wheel cactus help 
land managers keep tabs on which plants have 
been treated with poison. 
(pic  Bushtracks Magazine Summer 2022) 

A good example is the recent acquisition by Bush Heritage Australia 
of land in the Nardoo Hills in Central Victoria at a place called 
Buckrabanyule.  Owned by one family for 3 generations, spanning more 
than 100 years, it is one of the few places left in Victoria where 
healthy woodland and box ironbark forests (loved by woodland birds) 
are to be found.  Very confronting however, is the presence of Wheel 
Cactus infestation on the property ´great spiked clumps lining the 
roadside like sentinels«...and further in the distance the cacti·s 
distinct green wheels make the size of the infestation, and the scale 
of the work needed to combat it, easy to spot.µ.  

 

Ironically, the only reason the property has been protected from development, is because of the effort needed to 
remove the almost impenetrable thickets of cactus. Swift action by Bush Heritage (aided by private donations) to 
purchase the 425-hectare reserve (situated between Boort and Wedderburn) means it is now in safe hands ² despite 
the forbidding task of eradicating the cactus.  But that is the plan - in partnership with the local traditional owners, 
the Dja Dja Wurrung people.  Bush Heritage also recognised ´that it made far more sense to manage the source of 
the infestation in the region, thus helping to protect the Nardoo Hills, other conservation reserves and neighbouring 
farmlandµ, and they look forward to sharing the good outcomes with the wider community, including nearby farmers.  
It is a hard road ahead, but with the removal of the infestation, which takes space, nutrients, and water away from 
native plants, and also stops native animals moving through the landscape, the transformation of this woodland 
promises to be breathtaking ² and a feather in the cap of this independent not-for-profit conservation organisation 
which was founded by Bob Brown in 1991 and ´has grown to protect and help manage over 11 million hectares.  Bigger 
than Tasmania, these landscapes span rainforests to woodlands, savannas to deserts and everything in between.µ 
 

Another organisation, based in SA, but operating throughout the country is FAME (Foundation for 
Australia·s Most Endangered Species).  Completely donor funded, their projects extend across a wide 
range, including a 2021 venture fighting the invasive cane toad, in partnership with environmental 
organisation Watergum. Cane toads continue to wreak havoc on our ecosystems, and now number in the 
hundreds of millions.  Their spread across the whole of the Top end, from Queensland to WA, is having a 
devastating effect on native animals who see them as prey.  The toad·s poison is powerful enough to kill an 
animal the size of a dog (up to 30 kg) in 15 minutes.  The toads lay two clutches a year, with more than 
30,000 eggs in each one. 
 

FAME is working with Watergum to develop tadpole traps (which they hope to make available to the 
public), designed to catch thousands of toad tadpoles in a few hours. The tadpoles are lured into the trap 
(from which there is no escape) by a pheromone which does not attract other species like native frogs.  
Another monumental task ahead for those battling to deal with the consequences of species introduced to 
deal with a pest, which went on to become a major pest themselves(!). 
 

TREES for LIFE is probably one of the best-known conservation groups, and their commitment to 
educating and encouraging people to plant and protect trees and vegetation not only in Australia, but in 
over 100 countries worldwide, is ongoing.  With the help of TFL (including the provision of hundreds of 
free seedlings), farmers and other landowners are gradually transforming degraded landscapes into 
flourishing bushland. Their excitement as they describe the regeneration of barren terrain, and seeing 
birds and other wildlife they·ve never seen in the area before, is exciting ² on so many levels(!) 
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In November last year, Harold and I were able to visit the property of a CHOGS parishioner at Myponga 
on the Fleurieu Peninsula. This little pocket of native bushland is full of birds and other wildlife.  There 
are also some large pine trees scattered across the property, which are gradually being removed. It is 
hard work, but entirely the right thing to do.  Not only do the trunks of these fallen trees provide great 
habitat for native animals and reptiles, but their removal allows sunlight to stream in and native 
groundcovers and vegetation to re-establish themselves. 
 

         
 

                 
                                             Great views to the coast                                                      Kangas feeding on bracken 

 

            
 

Billardiera cymosa (sweet apple berry)                         Native flora regenerating after removal of pinus radiata 
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                              Dense bracken and low bushy shrubs ± perfect habitat for fairy wrens. 
 

                
Male and female superb fairy wrens 
 

         
   The termite mounds are left in place± the goannas love them!                   Wendy checking out Pygmy possum box  
 
 
 
 

 
Western pygmy possum 
(pic from Bec Crew blog on internet 
20.9.14) 

On the property, rangers have placed nest 
boxes for the Western pygmy possum. 
Although not considered endangered like 
some other pygmy possums, its habitat is 
threatened due to ongoing clearing, 
cropping, and predators like feral cats ² so 
all opportunities to provide a safe habitat 
for this little marsupial are valuable.   
Bandicoots also live in the area. 

 

 
Southern Brown Bandicoot 
 


