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Lent 1Christ’s Temptation in the Judean 

wilderness, where he was tempted away 

from playing his part in God’s mission by a 

Scripture-quoting Satan, before he returned, 

filled with the Spirit’s power, to minister in 

Galilee. This Lent, may we be on the look 

out for anything diabolical that keeps us as 

individuals or as the Church from following 

Jesus as our role model in playing our part in 

God’s mission. * Lord, put a lock on my 

mouth, lest I use Scripture as a weapon 

against others. Guard my ears against any 

who would use the Bible as a way of follow-

ing them, rather than you, the living Way to 

the Father. May your Spirit help us point 

others to you this Lent. * Give thanks for the 

work and witness of the Hong Kong Sheng 

Kung Hui, the Anglican Church of Hong 

Kong. 

Lent 2 Some Pharisees come to warn Jesus 

that Herod Antipas is out to kill him, they 

warn him away from Jerusalem. Jesus is not 

at all deterred by their caution … Despite 

knowing that being in Jerusalem will result 

in his death, Jesus remains utterly commit-

ted to playing his part in God’s mission. * 

Lord, like you may I play my part in working 

for God’s kingdom, never shying away from 

it even when difficulties and worries 

abound. * Give thanks for the work and wit-

ness of the Anglican Church of Papua New 

Guinea 

Lent 3 The parable of the barren fig tree. 

The owner of the fig tree complains to his 

gardener that the tree is barren and has not 

borne fruit in three years. He wants to cut it 

down so that the soil is not wasted. Howev-

er, his gardener asks for one more year in 

which the gardener will tend it with special 

care. Jesus, the gardener of our souls, wants 

us to live fruitful lives. * Lord, on the day of 

Resurrection Mary Magdalene mistook you 

for a gardener; come, I pray you, into my soul 

and nourish it, that I may bear fruit for you. 

* Give thanks for the work and witness of 

the Church of the Province of South East 

Asia 

Lent 4 Parable of the prodigal son … Barbara 
Brown Taylor has described it as the ‘parable 
of the dysfunctional family – a story about a 
weak patriarch with an absentee wife and 
two rebellious sons he seems unable to con-
trol, who is willing to sacrifice his honour to 
keep his community together’.  
A younger son does the unthinkable and 
asks his father for his inheritance well before 
his death… The money was soon frittered 
away in the fleshpots of the Gentile world… 
In order to live he gained a job as an assis-
tant to some swineherds – the lowest of the 
low ... On coming home, he addressed his 
father formally and with respect. His father 
rejoiced, clothed the son in fine clothing and 
ordered that a feast be held. Meanwhile, on 
returning from the field, the elder son heard 
the hubbub and asked a slave what was go-
ing on. The answer enraged him and he took 
his father to task, addressing him without 
respect or even acknowledging that the 
prodigal is his brother. The father’s answer 
to the elder son is likely to be regarded as 
problematic by anyone with a parent who 
plays favourites.. The Canadian theologian 
Chris Haslam notes, ‘at the end of the era, 
will godly people be ready to be joyous in 
sharing the Kingdom with reformed sinners 
and a God who loves them?’ *Lord, may I 
always come back to you in repentance if I 
wander away. May I always demonstrate 
love and fairness to others, not assuming 
that either are evident. May I put all bitter-
ness aside so that joy can fill my life. * Give 
thanks for the work and witness of the 
Church of South India. 
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Sharing God’s love in our community: 
Faith, Hope, Fellowship 

6 March 
First Sunday in Lent  
   1st Reading: Deuteronomy 26.1-11 
   Psalm: 91.1-2, 9-16 
   2nd Reading: Romans 1-4-13 
   Gospel: Luke 4.1-15 
13 March 
Second Sunday in Lent  
   1st Reading: Genesis 15.1-12,17-18 
   Psalm: 27 
   2nd Reading: Philippians 3.17-4.1. 
   Gospel: Luke 13.31-35 
 

20 March 
Third Sunday in Lent   
   1st Reading: Isaiah 55.1-9 
   Psalm: 63.1-9 
   2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 10.1-13 
   Gospel: Luke 13.1-9 
27 March  
Fourth Sunday in Lent 
   1st Reading: Joshua.5.2-12 
   Psalm: 32 
   2nd Reading: 2 Corinthians 5.16-21 
   Gospel: Luke 15.11-32 
 

March 2022 

Transfiguration by Alexandr Ivanov 1824 



                                DIARY FOR FEBRUARY  
   

  SUNDAY   First, Second, Third, Fourth Sundays in Lent 
                                      8.00am Said Eucharist & 10.00am Sung Eucharist                                  
NB Sunday 20 March CHURCH LIFE SURVEY &VESTRY (Synod Rep)  

 

  MONDAY                 7.3 St Perpetua & Companions Martyr 
    14.3  10.00 Bucklands 
    21.3  St Thomas Cranmer Martyr & Liturgist 
     10.30 The Pines Southern Cross              
  

  TUESDAY                1.3  6.00 pm Shrove Tuesday Pancakes  
     St David Bishop of Wales  
          

    8.3 Home Communion 
     St John of God Monastic 
  WEDNESDAY  10.00am       Eucharist   

2.3 Ash Wednesday 10.00 am & 7.00 pm Imposition of Ashes 
     

  THURSDAY    17.3 St Patrick, Missionary 
    24.3 Oscar Romero Martyr, St Paul Couturier 
                

  FRIDAY      4.3  7.00 pm World Day of Prayer Ascot Uniting 
    18.3 St Cyril of Jerusalem 
    25.3 The Annunciation to the Blessed Virgin Mary 
  SATURDAY              5.30 Evening Prayer  

YEARS MIND  
6-12 March  7 Don Miller, 10 Margaret Price 
13-19 March  13 Winifred Taubman, Fr Tony Tamblyn, 15 Ken Bullen 
20-26 March   22 Betty Mann, 23 Norman Wilson, 26 Natalie Saul 
27 –2 April 4  4 Bob Clark 

REST IN PEACE   
We pray for the family and friends of those who mourn the loss of those whom they love                 

PRAYER REQUESTS:  
Edna Tapp, Debbie Muchan, Mark King, Gwen James, Leslie and Trent 
Course and those known to us in the quiet of our hearts and minds. A long-
term prayer list is on the altar for people who have ongoing issues and want 
prayerful inclusion in worship. Names on this list are private.        

Let us know if you would like someone’s name included. 

Everyone is invited to the Lord’s table to receive the eucharist or a blessing. 
During Covid times we are using one kind.  

Simply hold out your hand for the bread, bow your head for a blessing.  
Low gluten wafers  available.                                            

PRAYER OF LENT 
Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing that you have made  
and you forgive the sins of all who are penitent: create and make in us  
new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins, and  
acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of you, the God of all  
mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our  

Lord. Amen.           PRAYER OF THE WEEK 
First Sunday in Lent O Lord, Who for our sake fasted forty days and for-
ty nights: give us grace to use such abstinence, that, our flesh being sub-
dued to the spirit, we may ever obey your godly will in righteousness and 
true holiness; to your honour and glory, who live and reign with the Fa-
ther and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen. 
Second Sunday in Lent Remember, O Lord, what you have wrought in us 
and not what we deserve, and, as you have called us to your service, make 
us worthy of our calling; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Third Sunday in Lent Lord God, our Redeemer, who heard the cry of 
your people and sent your servant Moses to lead them out of slavery: free 
us from the tyranny of sin and death and, by the leading of your Spirit, 
bring us to our promised land; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Fourth Sunday in Lent Almighty God, in Christ you make all things 
new: transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace, and 
in the renewal of our lives make known your heavenly glory; through Je-
sus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Prompts for Faith Sharing.  
Lent 1. What is your most pervasive temptation? Why might this 
be? How do you usually deal with it? How does the presence of the 
Holy Spirt help you to ‘depend’ on God? How are you intentionally 
repentant?  Lent 2 Psalm 27 speaks of facing difficulty & yet is a 
breathtaking affirmation of faith & trust. Why/how did you come to 
‘trust’ in God? Some people think that Jesus was innocent or igno-
rant of the realities of politics. What do think? Why? Lent 3 How 
might you explain earthly suffering to someone who blames it on 
God? When have you watched a ‘fruitless tree’ finally begin to 
bloom? Who in your life is an example of how to grow into holi-
ness? Lent 4 Who do you consider to be a sinner? What are the 
benefits of your unjudgmental presence to a sinner? Think of the 
times you have been: the Prodigal Son? Or the father? Or the 
brother? What do think of this statement:  We humans, we all were 
lost, mired in sins of sensuality and greed … hip deep in the pig 
slop of envy’ …’ God raise us up and called us home. 


